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Project HistoryProject History

Received Suppl. funding in 2001 to assist 
in Contact Investigations
Goal was to automate contact 
investigations and the production of 
reports
Laptop Computers purchased for 
investigators
Development started June 2002 on 
prototype system in MS-Access
Prototype was well received.



Project History Project History –– contcont

Decision was made to build the system as 
Visual Basic system using the MSDE 
(Microsoft Database Engine (MS-SQL2k)) 
Data to be replicated to central office.
Database was a mirror image of the NEDSS 
Base System Operational Data Store as it 
was understood at the time.
Development ended Fall 2003
Deployed in two pilot health districts



What can the system do?What can the system do?

The system can collect contact
1. Demographics
2. Exposure information
3. Priority
4. Prior TST and treatment information 
5. Current TST results
6. Signs and symptoms reviews 
7. Chest x-ray results
8. Treatment information
9. Contact disposition



What can the system do? cont.What can the system do? cont.

Contacts are linked to
1. Case/suspect of tuberculosis
2. Infectious period
3. Case’s smear status 

System can generate
1. Aggregate Report for Tuberculosis Program Evaluation: Contacts
2. Contact Investigation Report Forms
3. TB Contact Evaluation Record
4. Repeat TST reports



Where are we now?Where are we now?

Having some issues with replication
Need to resolve discrepancies between how 
data is stored in TBCIS vs NBS
Other Program Areas are showing interest 
in acquiring similar systems.
Need to decide what approach to take to 
resolving these issues



Options for future developmentOptions for future development

Fix Current System (database 
replication and consistency with NBS)
Convert system to stand-alone web-
based system
Re-develop as an NBS Program Area 
Module
Include support for other Program Areas 
and conditions



Which option is best for us?Which option is best for us?

Have gained experience building NBS PAM’s with 
our CHESS-IR immunization Registry PAM
There is a real benefit to having the information 
tightly integrated with case investigations
A single user-interface - One-stop-shopping

NBS PAM w/ support for other conditions
Why?



Case Search ScreenCase Search Screen



Case ScreenCase Screen



Contact ScreenContact Screen



Contact Screen cont.Contact Screen cont.



Investigation FormInvestigation Form



Aggregate ReportAggregate Report


